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Research progress on the tumor microenvironment of liver cancer
SONG Tianhao', XU Weiheng?, WANG Yan?>, CHEN Li'(1. School of Pharmacy, Fujian University of Traditional Chinese
Medicine, Fuzhou 350122, China; 2. School of Pharmacy, Naval Medical University, Shanghai 200433, China)

[Abstract] Liver cancer, one of the most common primary malignancies in humans, is a malignant tumor characterized by
multifactorial induction, polygenic involvement, and intricate molecular mechanisms. This disease is characterized by its treatment
challenges and poor prognosis, which are closely related to its unique tumor microenvironment composition. The tumor
microenvironment of liver cancer is a dynamic ecosystem composed of heterogeneous cellular populations, soluble cytokines, and
remodeled extracellular matrix. In recent years, significant progress has been made in the study of the tumor microenvironment of
liver cancer, revealed an important role in the occurrence, development, and treatment of liver cancer. The key regulatory elements
of the tumor microenvironment in liver cancer were systematically summarized, such as activation of hepatic stellate cells,

dysfunction of immune cells, abnormalities of platelet, and remodeling of the extracellular matrix, which provided theoretical

foundations for prevention and treatment strategies against liver cancer.
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AN B AR B RS DL Sk e e AR I B &
He R R ELAT o B S PR A sl A AR AR E, R
AT R K, 0 o) 842 98 A Mt LA 2 A Y oA
BT e iz IR T HR AR 0 L . PRI, AR SR
S B GE R TME (/) 5Bl 2l o010 e A& A etk Jg vp
AIVE S ML A T 273, 7 380 P T o 4 0L L i
T %,

1 HSCs FRTF2H X Ak A4 4mAm

KZE HCC i JH2F 4 AL 556 1k A e i >
JH2F Ak 2 AR 2 P 0 (s J PRI 2R L T A
PEBCA G ) T & A i A 52 SOy, H:
FEEN ECM ) 55 DUR . HSCs 16 16 0 UL AT 4
41l s (myofibroblasts, MFBs) %% tA 4 J& T £F 4 b &
JE R OCEE PR o R IR R FEIE D, HSCs &b T EAR
&, TR A BAEAE S A, 4ERE IR OR B
RE&.Z5EHAESBE S, fEEEIFH 0
it B, HSCs 75 %% b 4= K A - -p1 (transforming
growth factor-beta 1, TGF-B1). M J& IK 3t K ¥ -a
(tumor necrosis factor-alpha, TNF-a) . FI4H}E/2-1P
(interleukin-1 beta, IL-1B) %5 20 Ay [ - 19 2L ] 3K 5
T RATEA, ¥ 5346 MFBs, 2635 a-F- 35 WLLS)
# 1 (alpha-smooth muscle actin, o-SMA ) Fll i 5 i
JE T F R T ZE N B9 ECM 2B B, e Ab, 1616 AY
HSCs if G /b TGF-B1 M ZMiatk N+, &5
FEPHTT S HCC WY RERIK T

AR AT e R, 7E HCC B AN
JE 7 AR PR VR AE S B HSCs E A & % 41
Jitg A 4 K F (hepatocyte growth factor, HGF) Y i B,
A HSCs FIR FRIA T B 15 A S LT 4 A
HSCs, ij & AT LU0 i) BT 20 3@ 94 129 4541 HCC
&, Ja & WImT LI #E HCC B9 & JRIT48 58 ECM (il
o R KA R T, R R A LU IS AR HSCs BE
b 7 W Z B A s P A, AL I A N B AR R
(vascular endothelial growth factor, VEGF), HGF,
TGF-B1. Ifi/IMiAiA A F(platelet-derived growth
factor, PDGF). H 4i ifd 4\ 2 -6(interleukin-6, 1L-6)
Kb CX3CL1 4. X SB35 7] LLiE i
XU AR FHML R s i 1 i Jee, — T 42 s
e AL PN A A0 T T B, 1 i LA B SO R RE )
T3 — 7 5 T A R 45 S e A L D B, 28
AT g A ) S e A i MO

Btz 4b, 76 HCC #E i v, i% ALY HSCs
Ko HAACTE B A MFBs W] Ak Ry a8 i AH OC i 21 4
2l il (cancer-associated fibroblasts, CAFs)., 5%

B, CAFs A ZIRIERHE, AMUAL S HSCs, b 45
IEH AL B AT e . Rl sEo 40, R
AT B AN AED) . CAFs 3l 3 43 Wb 2 b A T
PER -, G454 K P (41 HGF . VEGF 4§) | fi¢ ¢
g0 Hg A (an TL-6. 1L-1B 55 ) DA Kk R+ (an
CCL2. CCL7 %)%, e e i R 5%, £ 1k 1l
LR R, NTTINGE HCC ARTERERER), HeAh, CAFs if
I B0 ECM SRR T, Al Kig & et i
FEEA D MBI . Tk, et &
BT IIRE R BT CAFs WA, Hirp ik 1 A
Jie T 19 UL Y, £F 4E Y CAFs(myofibroblastic cancer-
associated fibroblasts, myCAFs) f] i i HL W 5 s
P06 i 9E 4 Be 4= 2% 5 T 9% 4 CAFs(inflammatory
cancer-associated fibroblasts, iCAFs) N il 1F 43 Wk
HGF S5 A= 4 K- 3K 50 I 4i My 4 . X Se 1
StIF Y CAFs $#78FKA11, CAFs 76 /i & 4 & e vh
BA BT I8 RO . BT R,
B ] A0 HSCs 197tk S Hom) CAFs #5534k, mf
RE LR R R ST 0B e

2 FrRE% T 4mRe

FEAEBRETT, IFREAE R e e Re b, LA
IRBE A e 5538 1 B 5 40 i [ A i, £
5 KCs. NK 41, #kE4ii & DCs 25, e A13L [
YR5GS T 2 R S o (HAEAS PR 495 1 4 10
FIPCT, Se A i 2 BRI T R4 & 1 S, TE i
IR A, e HCC Bk e
2.1 KCs

KCs 15 0 JFF I8 3 0 W 40 i, 78 7 TME
Hh e A 2% 10U A €, LD e A2 R R TR I B
THORR A5 5 I 28% B 5 JF Al 240 o %) 22 B4 R R 92
e 98 4 A R, KCs RT3 e 70 o 3 A4 A
A3 TR F (A1 TNF-o, TL-12 %) #4036 NK 41 i
FUT S, 2 FE G2 W AE il ik ke A= o 4R
1M, 76 968 BE 3, KCs 2 fbh M2 BISR AL, 73 ik
IL-10. TGF-B %40 fifd P 730 sl e e S g, R
VEGF Fl3EJ5i 4 J& £& [ (matrix metalloproteinases,
MMPs) e 145 A5 ORI 6 RS o eah, i 4k
1t EMEREE TS KCs 77 A= 3 2 3% 7 48 (reactive
oxygen species, ROS), i1 S AL W T -9 VEGF
Fak, 0 R E AR K o SRR B IR R
KCs 7] i 1 H: galectin-9 il dectin-23Z {45 Ji 41l ifd
F T ERMAP 5 [ Z54, FF 038 05 0T 68 48 09 7 ik
HPRAE T, ZE I, KCs 7E/F TME i/ H A
A BASPERNR JE P, AR IR R R B T 3R
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WAl . TR BERAAE B g Ak | [ 5 40 1) 58 B
YRR, 33 S0 R Sy SR VR 7 B A T W A A o
LY
2.2 DCs Foith & it

DCs J2 % 452 416 K A fiE 55 305 Iy M Ha 328 114 S
26, LI REAE T R G, I T2, Wik
TERIEES T AR . 7E HCC My kA St f2
w1, DCs RE %15 [ g 200 B, 4 3R 1Ak 38 e A O
BB, BB X S R IK-MHC 259518245 T 40
J, 76 %G CD8” T 4t 2F 1M Jet shbi i Jes Ga %
N

CDS8"4HMa M T 4i il i 1507 DCs R 238
BT IEAR-MHC 554, 1R 17 53 i 20 M %) 3 22
of S, I PR FE 2 B, HCC fR 3 s 4128
CD8" T 4fi i 2 1 7K V- 1) 55 5 R 48 i 30 )5 52 I
FIEA LT, SR, T TME # VEGF, CXCL17
e TL-10 45 2 300 il R 1) v 2 35 2 000 o) 400 b 75
P T Ik B 40 it (cytotoxic T lymphocytes, CTLs) ¥
o . AR A, CDS' T 41 A )
B S T, AT ARYE ORI AR R FEAS[FIVE L, e
A 5 4 1 8 5 4 B 2% (nonalcoholic steatohepatitis,
NASH)AH 3G 1 JF- /N BRASE A h, CD8' T 4 fifd 7J 3
o /IR A S A SEAEAIL ], FRBL 12 2 R i 11
MCHEAERN, X — &R CD8™ T 4N 7E iR e
JERIAEE T D RE AT S AR 2

WATPE T 40 (Tregs)j& CD4"™ T 4 Jifd i) 5 2L
INRENV B, BRAEPE 55 CD25 FlfE %K T FOXP3.
TESR PRV, Tregs 18 1< 410 S0 58 07 28 & A5 AE
AEFE AR SO RE i 2 A FFA S . 7EATE TME o,
Tregs il i3 CCL20/CCR6 #4 1k 4 Bl 45 S M S5 4 &
fifeg A7 Y, JEFE TIL-10 A1 TGE-B1 240 g 11
YER 830G o 005 )5 1Y Tregs 38 i #14fi CDS”
T LA DIRE, K AEHLR AR HIVE o I AR BT
FEUESE, 98 TME H Tregs IR /K -5 HCC
HIA RIS 2 IEAH SN, $87R Tregs 76 S
HEIRAIL ] 475 A

NK 21 M (e eI AL ) 3= 2 AR T 27 FL 38 R
7l A5 A I BE M ORL G B, I RIIFFR 2 B, HCC
B R R TME b NK 4800 B 29208 5 BT
TUs % VIR O, HICECE 55 b s 200 M ] TR B SR E
AHOCIY, A, NK 20 A Al 6% 3 8 - WA AiE 5 4 it P
TR AR - 1 — 2 3 i A R s ™, SR,
JHFIESE B NK 20 f BP0 52 2062 R A5 -5 ik, 454
R MDA TG AR, 1 HL HCC B35 ) 1M
IR 20 2 Pp 5 A7 AE NK 20 B A s b i i 42,

XA HE S HCC Syl e A oC,
2.3 TAMs

1 HCC i B R v, - 5 S A A v ¢
RS B AR ZL, PR 5= T okl
S O =< T - SN S | D RS S ]
KCs [ TAMS, FF7EMIE A h R R A .

£ HCC 1, TAMs R H SR AR, BE T & 4%
TR ROV, W] G2 e K e . AR RS
25, TAMs Al Hfb > M1 8 M2 WAL, M1 RE
WG 41 6 3 3 43 3 TNF-a, 1L-6 B IL-1B %54 48
¥, 774 ROS Ml— 4 AL A (NO), 1 3% 13 i e 240
JHs AH Sz, M2 R [ 4 i ) 3 S 2% 440 i IR 5~ (A
IL-10, TGF-B1 %), #4k K+ (41 CCL17, CCL22
&) K AR I A8 A L H - (40 VEGF . FGF 4%), il i
& B 148 A2 B 15 1 -I] 5§ Ak (epithelial-
mesenchymal transition, EMT) | #5765 1 il i3508
BRAEALHI fe st e ket (AR B2, 78 HCC
M B B, M2 B TAMs i HUHG M1 8 TAMs A%
N EBRHA

WF5E & I, TAMs [ (R 7K 1230, 2 e
JE X BEA TAMs & %, 55 HCC [ A R UG
WEARIC, A, Iehied N R B 2 X 1) iF5 TAMs
RIS MR PIBR AR 5 A R 1 BT AE T
MFEHrR . T TAMs 7 HCC df & b () EE AR,
HL A TAMs MR8 7k B BN HCC IRYT
Y BIFFERR R, Gt BEL T B A 40 L ) TR TME (984 4k
SEAE T BRI 4 © R 1 TAMSs, I8
TAMs £ A i {29 M2 8 [a i MU AL | 5o
L I 200 i 6T ik e 200 FEL ) A W TR B B T, LA S rh AN
TAMs F3 WA e R 45
2.4 MDSCs

MDSCs J2& B i 5 AR SR AN i i 57 o M e
A, AR R AR W] 23 Ak 240 R SV R 0 EPA% 240 A T
B HGE i T AR RES S HCC 1 % i
U9, FE HCC h, MDSCs £ %7 40 i -5 1% 40
Ji8 £E 7% i) 3% X F (granulocyte-macrophage colony-
stimulating factor, GM-CSF) , .41 Ju 55 7% ] i K 1
(granulocyte colony-stimulating factor, G-CSF) | IL-6
SEAE YN F K CCL2, CXCL12 %54k 11y [l
VRIS Bl S R4 255 2 i TMEN, il i A i 411
il AR S Jie e PR i o 9 A5 AL O HTAE Sl HCC 1Y
PEE . HLRIAFFEIESE, MDSCs 1] i it 2 f iR 2/
SRPEH, AFE B DCs. CTLs, NK 41 fifg
K B AR DI RE, B[R Tregs F1 TAMS, it it
oo it A AR A I RATSE s, HCC JR % IR
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AT TME H MDSCs 7K F 8 3 T, ELAE 5%
MBS 5 KCs A BAE S TR T A TR A 1
(programmed death-ligand 1, PD-L1) #5235, M
I 32 7 P B S g

2.5 TANs

rh M 20 LA SRy 56 R B g8 3R G 1Y) B2 A
a3, FENUARAERRGS | 07 s kA i A i Se i
B BRI R 2 — o A — LSRR
1, TANSs 9 5512 1 7K O 2 8% I 52 55 o 34 78 . Ik
ELEE AL KO R 3 A e,

5% % B, 78 HCC 1, TANS 38 2 8 Ak &
X JHEAE . T8 & pinterferon beta, IFN-B)
09 N1 AY TANs 0] 38 1 B H 2543 s 20 i Ak
I CTLs AAFEHUIMIE/ENT; T TGF-p 2541 il X 1155
1Y N2 B TANs Wg st 0l T 48055 . f2 ki
B HE BRI B A28 P SR B, A1 1 e ok Jre 01,
N2 TANs 435 ) CCL2 Al CCL17 i ] #13% TAMs
Al Tregs, #E— AL #E HCC Bt . 1L 4h, N2 Y
TANs 7E HCC Hid H A 175 5 /M 40 it i) 4t i
RAVLACRIEE ST o IRFPSEEGERIH, N2 TANs 5 HCC
YR 2R LR 7 T G B AR A A 3 5 L (R
FET kiR G B . RN S g —AESE, SR
M S HCC 41 ff A1 B, B HCC 41 i 5 N2 7Y
TANSs 3£ [7]3: 7 T NOD-SCID /s B Py 7] i 241
HERIE A

TANSs [n] HCC MR 21 21 () 5545 2 i G-CSF
FIL-17 55, it kA F CXCL1-3 #1 CXCL5-8
Sz R A Sc e, o I A i g3 i i
CXCLS5 A] & 4  TANs (=18, 5 by o
BAE 2 BRI . X R IR R, ] CXCLS/
CXCR2 15 5 ] 45 R BT TANSs () g =20,
BT )Ry T R L

3 /R

I/ INBR AR Sy J U Al B 455 ) o 8 20 B 4, 7R
HCC MR R R CHER . fEIEH A4
PR, MM S 5 1 i AR 148 52 M, i
LR G RGP I S S AR R 2 . SR
1M, 78 HCC By BRRAT, M/ IV A D) B 2 B HE XL
PR, AR AR AN O FH LB R R i B
BLiMi S, J& HCC AR R #E N 1.

i IRF 52 22 B, HCC f834 1L /M 3 22 5 ifygd
{RZBVER R B AR, AN RS W& A
K, T A/ AR 20 I AT DA ek s BB 3 A AR R Ik
A, W AR B0 E S, it FH SR A% H mk B =] T AR 7

UM /NRIG ST 7T R A8 Pk 20 R 5 D AU 4R £
N HT LT 4E AL HCC Y KU, 3275 1/
AIRETE HCC My kAR i B e d-E . BT LA
R, MG E BN ABUS A R, T
Al HCC iy XU £ RN 3 1 SRk £ (36T
RRPA,

TE HCC ", Ifil /N3 o] A3 12 -5 6 922 440 Jifd a)
(A ELAVE RO o I AREHE 7%, NASH f&
FAEAEM/ R S i3S 2 | TE AL R S R AR
IGO0, BLHIAF 58 & B, /N AR 3 3 385 B I
(hyaluronic acid, HA)-CD44 {5 5l KCs A5 &
JHFEAE, - B TS 8 1 GPIbo AR 15 38 [
() 5 5 BTG, PR A2 BE NASH [f] HCC 1) 3% P 5%
FRIOL it R FT B A, BT ] DU AR ol S A S
ZINKR 245 0] 38 3 0 o P B e AR L AR R
IR 7K B i 2 I A i gt 473, W85 NASH 75 3 19
HCC &AM, SR, AR, ii/Micie HCC h
WP —E G VE L, dnain /M T 38 a3 5 NK 20
RN T AR A AR VR FH, S S X 500 1. F
5% 7R, 76 NAFLD #156 HCC BRI [fil /M i
P2Y 12/ =4#-CD40L {5 =4l nl 14 5% CDS' T 4 iy
FIBTIRE T M, AN HCC i,

4 ECM

ECM & it TME i %0 8 L o 2 —, 18
HCC WY&t Kb A SCHVEH] . TR ITFIE ECM
Tl JLR B R Can IV RS I L J2 R 3% 8 1 46 ) Al
At AL Rl T, T2 g J 55 ) 2R i, 3R] 4 5
JF 240 L I 25 A AR A . AR, 7 HCC iy it e
AR, ECM £ T3 BRI T Y8, T2 R 02 e () 41 4
A2, S e R AL R RS AR L T S dE

ECM J #1510 38 A0 A% 0 R A1 R 1S it S 6 1O
Bl BFEERE, 1 BURRAE HCC Hh i mkik, H
TKAF-5 g 9 42 22 5 A e ) 2 10 TR ARG, RIAE
i HCC &1 i J& i W AE AL W b i 20, Horp,
HSCs 73 1 BUEFEAML AT 755 HCC & E EMT,
W AT 3E o R G R 2R T 0 R B BEE BT
PI3K {5538 4%, {2 F i Je 200 B 164 5 RN A3 o Jiod
(8] J5z v HAth ECM 40 S DU AR [l A LA i A
AR, B, HA 1 55 % DU e g 5 H 32 1k
CD44 454G I U [0 AR R 05538 15, 3K 3l ip
Jea it R BT B IR £ kAT K B 1 3R B (heparan sulfate
proteoglycan, HSPG) Y3 i FiA Al 3d ) 5 4E VEGF.
FGF S5 A=K PR30 412 1 457 A i3 %, e F HCC
RS, I Ah, ECM o B T AR 25 5 300 o Al
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B, i E o B 5 R HCC T VEGF 3%
ik, SR HERE A K SR 2%, (ESEEE, HCC
HP TR B A 3 A 2315 B A 3 11 (osteopontin,
OPN)Z ik F ™), i OPN T #IESE 5 HCC B3
AR TG YIAE

ECM [ i 25 7 75 HCC H#F J& v 25 i 56 4 4
. B AR T, ECM @it MMPs, %4
% -4 J& % H ¥ (a disintegrin and metalloproteinase,
ADAMS) 5588 i R G A+ 5 s &V SR, 7
HCC 1, MMPs R4 11 & 35 R 0], JUHOZ Z R Y
(4N MMP-2, MMP-9 4§ ) &35 J i Pk 55 T i, 14
BT ECM [ LA O BEE . o, MMP-2
FEIE & IR G 5K, Ti7E HCC s, I+ A
55 W e 1R 28 2 5 285 VD AE OG5 i MIMIP-9 U5 2o fi2
LS A K BT iR 2 PO, ok S R i I 245 11
SR AL, RS2 ECM ARISHRE 25 A i, in s ks
Wkt Xk WAL R T ECM 1 T
TME 325 45 v () 5 B i 037, o O ik T R 5 9
BT 25 YA & PR T B AR

5 5B

i TME 2— A ah S E A S RS, A
AU Ay P 240 e P (A A A T 7 O B A, S 2
AL o 98 92 b 9 ) A= 0 AT R AR TME
1% 1L 1 HSCs 2 CAFs fEf% 53 TGF-B. VEGF %
20 if R 0 e 1 R e, T S S Ak
A Dy e S B B 7R I 1) A 5 HSCs MEAE AT fE AR
i HCC W TERIR YT M s oy 40 MU 7E e TME
S A T REA AL R AE : M1 B TAMSs F1 N1 Y
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