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[Abstract | Baphicacanthus cusia , widely distributed in the Southwest , Southern and Eastern regions of China , is an im-
portant medicinal plant of Acanthaceae family . Indigo made from stem and leaf of Baphicacanthus cusia in Fujian has the best
quality in China, and is known as “Jian Indigo naturalis”, which is the genuine medicinal of Fujian Province . The rhizoma of
Bap hicacanthus cusia could be used as medicine , called “Nanbanlangen” , which together with indigo were included in the “Chi-
nese Pharmacopoeia” . Indigo and its original plant both contain indirubin , which has anti-cancer activity . Indirubin is an active
ingredient of Huangdai Pian and Danggui Longhui Wan , two kinds of traditional Chinese medicine , which have been successful -
ly used in the treatment of malignancies such as chronic myelogenous leukemia . The international advances in the biological
characteristics , genetic diversity , cultivation technology and molecular biology of Baphicacanthus cusia germplasm resources
were summarized . The main problems in Bap hicacanthus cusia germplasm resources research are indicated , which could pro-
vide references for the further study and application of Baphicacanthus cusia germplasm resources .
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