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Intra-ar ticular low molecular weight hepar n njections n treatng knee osteoar-
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ABSTRACT Obijective: To investigate the effects and mechanisnsof injecting compound lov molecularweight heparin / ©odium hya-
luronate or single lov molecular weight heparin into intra-articular for treating osteoarthritis of rabbits M ethods Twelve rabbitswere
randamly divided into nomal saline group, compound low molecular weight heparin /©dium hyaluronate group and lowv molecular
weight heparin group after the model of osteoarthritiswas established by injecting 0. 3m| of 0. 4 % papain into knee joint cavitiesof the
rabbits These three groups reectively received intra-articular injection of nomal saline, campound lov molecularweight heparin / ©-
dium hyaluronate and low molecular weight heparin weekly for 5 weeks after 7 days from the injection of pgpain Results The curative
effects of canpound low molecular weight heparin / <odium hyaluronate and low molecular weight heparin obviously were better than that
of nomal saline goup. A s b the wo groups including lov molecular weight heparin, the degeneration of cartilage was lighter in the
pathological sections Intra-articular the wo injections including lov molecular weight heparin could obviously pramote cellular prolifer-
ation of synovial membrane and cartilage.M eanwhile, it could revealed a decrease in tumor necrosis factorét and a regulation in inter-
leukin-6 expression Conclusion:Low molecularweight heparin posseses significant anti - inflanmatory properties There is a potential
capacity to develop safe, convenient and efficient methods for the treatment of osteoarthritis
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